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MARIANAS TOURISM GOLF CLASSIC ON SEPT. 2, 2023

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) — The 2023 Marianas Tourism Golf Classic will be
held during Labor Day weekend on Sept. 2, 2023, at LaoLao Bay Golf & Resort west course in

Saipan.

Tournament proceeds will be used to fund the education work of the non-profit organization
Marianas Tourism Education Council (MTEC), which focuses on schoolchildren, and school
tourism MY WAVE (Marianas Youth Welcome All Visitors Enthusiastically) Clubs. Tournament

planning is underway and further details will be released shortly.

“We’re hoping to raise funds to continue the MTEC’s mission - that is to educate the
community, especially the youth, about the importance of tourism.” said MTEC Acting
Chairwoman Vicky Benavente. “Thanks to the great support of local businesses, we’ve been able

to reach thousands of students since the MTEC was established in 2002.”
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MTEC recently conducted the MTEC Tourism App Challenge, inviting students to design
an app for visitors to The Marianas. Entries were judged based on originality of the app idea,
creativity of the app design, mobile user experience, and demonstration of indigenous cultures,
traditions and/or values. Sofia Del Rosario and Adriel Lenteja of Tinian Jr./Sr. High won 1% place
and $500. Winning 2" place and $300 was Roy Dip of Marianas High School. Third place and
$200 went to team leader Bernadette Fleming and teammate Carrika San Nicholas of Tinian Jr./Sr.
High School.

MTEC and the Marianas Visitors Authority (MVA) have also visited almost 20 public
schools so far this school year to teach students about the Marianas tourism industry and the work
of the MVA. The 2023 MTEC Tourism Summit also gathered more than 300 MY WAVE Club
members on Jan. 19, 2023, at Kensington Hotel Saipan for a day of tourism-related topics and

activities.
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Sofia Del Rosario and Adriel Lenteja, second and third left, respectively, receive $500 on
March 8, 2023, at Tinian Jr./Sr. High School for 1st place in the Marianas Tourism
Education Council Tourism App Challenge. Also awarded for 3 place and receiving $200
are Bernadette Fleming and Carrika San Nicolas, center and third right, respectively.
From left are MTEC Board Member Martin Duenas, Del Rosario, Lenteja, Fleming, San
Nicolas, MY WAVE Club Advisor Erica S. Evangelista and Vice Principal Nikita Mendiola.
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Dip Roy, center, received $300 on March 9, 2023, at Marianas High School for 2" place
in the Marianas Tourism Education Council Tourism App Challenge. From left, MTEC
Acting Chairwoman Vicky Benavente, Roy, and Marianas High School Principal Jonathan
Aguon.

The Marianas is an archipelago of 14 islands - including Saipan, Tinian, and Rota - in the Western Pacific. The Marianas
are home to indigenous Chamorro and Carolinian people, as well as over 20 different ethnicities from around the world
who live and work in this harmonious tropical paradise. Ancient latte stone limestone monoliths, traditional nature based
ocean navigation not reliant on modern technology, and a culture seasoned by East and West influences are just a few
of the experiences found in The Marianas, where pristine sea, sand, and skies are only a 3-4 hour flight from major



Asian gateway cities. The Marianas is the first destination with a travel bubble agreement with South Korea, where
Asiana Airlines, Jeju Air, and T'Way provide direct flights to Saipan from Seoul-Incheon and Jeju Air and Air Busan
operate weekly flights from Busan. United Airlines Airlines flies three times a week from Tokyo, Japan, and daily from

Guam. Interisland travel between Saipan, Tinian, and Rota is provided by Marianas Southern Airways and Star Marianas

Air. For more information on The Marianas, visit www.mymarianas.com, Facebook/VisitTheMarianas, or Instagram
@themarianas.
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